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SUMMARY : 
SEED EXPORTS TOTAL $246.5 MILLION 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $246.5 million for July 

1981-April 1982, 6 percent below last year. April exports of $23.0 million 

were 10 percent below a year earlier. Forage seed exports continued to lag 

enite flower, corn, soybean and sugar beet seeds moved well at levels above 
ast year. 


Forage seed exports totaled $55.1 million, down 23 percent through April. 
However, exports of $5.3 million for the month of April were 8 percent above 
the same period last year. Clover seed exports were valued at $5.0 million, 
a 7 percent increase over a year ago, the lone bright spot in the forage 
seed export picture. 


Vegetable seed exports of $87.8 million were 5 percent below the July-April 
period last year. Exports of $10.0 million during April, however, were 7 
percent above a year earlier. Sweet corn seed and pea seed exports each 
totaled $11 million as of April 30, up 36 percent and 2 percent, 
respectively, and totaled one-quarter of vegetable seed export value. 
Radish and tomato seed exports also moved well while exports of most other 
seeds declined in value from a year earlier. 


Corn seed exports continued at a brisk pace, totaling $52.6 million, up 29 
percent above last year. Flower, soybean and sugar beet seed shipments also 
have done well, totaling $4.4 million, $9.9 million and $2.1 million, up 22 
percent, 68 percent and 23 percent, respectively. Sorghum seed sales have 
lagged somewhat, totaling $21.3 million, down 7 percent this year. 


Shipments to the European Community totaled $68.7 million, 4 percent below a 
year earlier, and made up 28 percent of total U.S. seed exports for this 
July-April period. Corn seed, valued at $23.3 million, an increase of 94 
percent, was exported to the EC. Italy received 71 percent of these corn 
seed shipments. France, also a major corn seed destination, has received 
$5.0 million as of April 30. Flower, sorghum and soybean seeds have all 
moved well to the EC while shipments of forage and vegetable seeds have 
lagged substantially. 


Mexico continues as the number one market for U.S. seeds this year. 
Shipments through April totaled $41.7 million, an increase of 23 percent 
over last year and 17 percent of total U.S. seed exports. Forage seed 
exports to Mexico continue to lag, totaling $7.2 million, 29 percent below a 
year earlier. However, substantial increases have been reported for most 
other seeds. April U.S. exports, valued at $5.4 million, increased 
year-to-date total seed exports to Canada to $28.2 million and moved Canada 
up to the number two market position. Forage seed exports to Canada totaled 
$9.6 million, lagging 22 percent below last year. Exports to Japan, the 
number three market, continue to lag at $26.9 million, 6 percent under a 
year ago. Exports to Italy and France, the number four and five markets, 
continue very strong at $24.9 million and $13.8 million, up 9 percent and 30 
percent, respectively, through April. 


The African markets of Egypt, Libya and the Republic of South Africa have 
shown significant gains to date. This has also been true for Greece, Saudi 
Arabia and Australia. 


TRADE ALERT 


Colombia: The following perennial seeds are needed for planting at high 
elevations: Tetrelite and Tapto varieties of ryegrass, Kentucky bluegrass, 
meadow fescue, and/or other perennial grasses. Quantity: 3 metric tons 
total. Delivery: two months after order with certificates needed for 
entrance into Colombia. Prices requested FOB and C&F Bogota. Bank 
reference: Banco de Bogota Sucursal Andes, Bogota, Colombia. Contact: 
Alvaro Samper, Inversiones Alsam Ltda, Calle 13, #9-20, Ofic. 222, Bogota, 
Colombia. Mr. Samper will be in Ecuador for about 3 months so he requests 
responses to the Bogota address and to Caamano 254 Colon Apt. 1, Quito, 
Ecuador. 


Hybrid yellow onion seed. 500 pounds of high quality seed wanted as soon as 
possible for export. Phytosanitary certificate required. Quotations FOB 
Miami, Florida. Bank references: Banco de Bogota and Banco de Colombia 
(both in Bogota). Contact: Jose Antonio Avello R., Ferrango/Ltda., Calle 
10, No. 17-26, Bogota, Colombia. Telephone: 241-3126 Bogota. 


Korea: Soybean seed for sprouting. Importer wants 1,000 to 2,000 metric 
tons packaged in 50 kilogram net, single jute bags. Delivery June/July, 
1982. Certificate of inspection for quality and weight required. Quote C&F 
Korea port. Bank reference: The Hanil bank, Choengye Branch. Contact: J. 
H. Park, Semin Moolsan Co., Ltd., CPO Box 7609, Seoul, Korea. Telex: 
K-24826. Cable: SEMINCOL. Telephone: 965-1253/4. 


Saudi Arabia: 1,000 to 2,000 metric tons Yecora rojo or Sper-X-aros wheat 
seed for planting new 4,000 hectare irrigated area. Price quotations 
requested by: A. B. Braikan, Managing Director, Rajhi Agricultural 
Development Co., Buraida, P.0. Box 565, Saudi Arabia. Telephone: 
966-06-324-7055 or 966-06-324-7051. 
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